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SUMMARY 

 

North-South Korean Relations: A Chronology 
of Events in 2000 and 2001 
This report chronicles major developments in the thaw between North and South Korea that has 

followed the historic inter-Korean summit meeting in June 2000.   In the months immediately 

following the summit, the two Koreas developed a new dialogue, which included several inter-

ministerial talks, a meeting of defense ministers, talks on economic cooperation, and family 

reunions.  The sheer breadth and depth of the dialogue indicated to many analysts that Seoul and 

Pyongyang were trying in earnest to regularize and institutionalize the rapprochement, in contrast to previously ephemeral 

thaws in 1972, 1985 and the early 1990s.  There have been several setbacks, however, leading many critics to wonder 

whether North Korea’s diplomatic outreach is merely a tactic to obtain economic assistance and reduce the U.S. troop 

presence in South Korea.   Since February 2001, inter-Korean diplomacy has effectively been frozen. With South Korean 

President Kim Dae Jung being openly labeled a “lame duck,” many have wondered whether his sunshine policy of engaging 

North Korea has run out of steam. 

Due to the growing length of the chronology, this report will not be updated. Instead, a new North-South timeline will be 

started each calendar year, beginning with events on January 1 of that year. 
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This document was prepared by the Congressional Research Service (CRS). CRS serves as nonpartisan 

shared staff to congressional committees and Members of Congress. It operates solely at the behest of and 

under the direction of Congress. Information in a CRS Report should not be relied upon for purposes other 

than public understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to Members of Congress in 

connection with CRS’s institutional role. CRS Reports, as a work of the United States Government, are not 

subject to copyright protection in the United States. Any CRS Report may be reproduced and distributed in 

its entirety without permission from CRS. However, as a CRS Report may include copyrighted images or 

material from a third party, you may need to obtain the permission of the copyright holder if you wish to 

copy or otherwise use copyrighted material. 
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